
THE   UNITED BENEFICE OF CRADLEY WITH MATHON AND STORRIDGE
.Essential News from around the Benefice

THIS SUNDAY - Sunday 21 May, Easter 7 (The Sunday after Ascension)
(Readings: Acts 1: 6-14, John 17: 1-11)
9.30 a.m. Holy Communion at Storridge
9.30 a.m. Mattins (lay led) at Mathon (Preacher: The Venerable George Howe)
10.45 a.m. Morning Service (lay led) at Cradley     (Preacher: Rod Ellis)
11.00 a.m. Live-streamed morning service

Join   live-stream   on line or dial in 03302 210097 code: 578270357# 
Monday 22 May
3.00 - 4.00 p.m.  Cradley School Community Champions at  Cradley Church
Tuesday. 23 May   
2.00 p.m. THE FUNERAL OF DORA WHITE, formerly of Cradley, is at The Vale Crematorium
 

Wednesday 24 May
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) in Cradley Church
3.00 p.m. STUART DIPLOCK'S FUNERAL is at Cradley Church
6.30 p.m.   Evening Prayer - Live-streamed online   or ‘phone 03302 210097 (Access Code: 496060773#)
7.30 p.m. Cradley's Worship Committee at The Quiet Woman, courtesy of Suzie Smith.
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: As we wait in silence, make us ready for Your coming Spirit: As we listen to Your 
word, make us ready for Your coming Spirit. As we worship You in majesty, make us ready for Your coming 
Spirit. As we long for Your refreshing, make us ready for Your coming Spirit. As we long for Your renewing, 
make us ready for Your coming Spirit. As we long for Your equipping, make us ready for Your coming Spirit. As 
we long for Your empowering, make us ready for Your coming Spirit. (From the “Thy Kingdom Come” 
Ascension Day service)
...

THIS WEEK IN OUR PRAYERS: Continue to pray through this week for the mission of the Church, and also
that the Year of Prayer in our Diocese may lead to a strengthening of our prayer life, the discovery of new ways
of praying together, and a livelier sense of our fellowship in Christ and our shared call to mission. Pray for those
to be ordained this year as deacon or priest as they prepare for this new stage in their ministry. Pray for both 
present and future training incumbents, and for all entrusted with the care, encouragement and pastoral  
support of curates in training. Pray too as with the first apostles we wait to celebrate the gifting power of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost to encourage us in joy, and in the bold, loving and generous living out of our faith.
In this week that commemorates John and Charles Wesley, pray for the Methodist churches in our 
communities, and give thanks for the legacy of hymnody and prayer by which the brothers have enriched our 
worship. This week also recalls Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury: give thanks for the Christian heritage
of our nation, and pray for the See of Canterbury today, for Archbishop Justin, and for the worldwide Anglican
Communion. In our diocese, pray for the communications team in our diocese in their work and in the support 
they provide to the local church. Pray that we may share the good news of our faith within our local area and 
beyond in a professional and persuasive way. Give thanks for the ways in which the changes forced upon us in
the Covid years have enhanced our ability to use a wider range of media in our outreach and communication, 
and in worship, and in particular the use of live-streaming to bring the opportunity to bring services to those 
otherwise unable to join with collective worship. In the wider church, pray for The Church in the Province of 
the West Indies, for the Most Revd Howard Gregory, and all in that part of the world. In our benefice, pray for 
those affected by the rising costs of living,  and for our school. In the wider world, pray for all caught up in the 
violence in Sudan, for foreign nationals trapped there, and for an end to the armed struggle. Continue to pray 
for an end to war in Ukraine and in all places of conflict, and for those in the earthquake zone in Turkey and 
Syria.  Remember all who are persecuted for their faith across the world.  Among the sick, pray for Nick 
Walker, Elizabeth Armitage; Mike Newnham (who is Maureen Neale's son-in-law); Sheila Mullaney; Ian 
Spence; Lynne Rowe; Pam Noel & Peter, her husband; Doreen McKerracher & David, supporting her; Tom & 
Margaret Ainscough;  Barbara Baker, Phil Cuerdon, and any others known to us. Remember all who have 
died recently, among them Betty Monk and Fr. Ryc Smith, whose funerals were last week; Stuart Diplock  and 
Dora White. Pray for their families and friends, and all who grieve.

NEXT SUNDAY - Sunday 28 May, The Day of Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
(Readings: Acts 2: 1-21 (or 1-11) John 7: 37-39)
9.30 a.m. Mattins - Lay led, at Storridge
9.30 a.m. Shorter Mattins at Mathon
10.45 a.m. Parish Communion at Cradley  (Preacher: The Venerable George Howe)
6.00 p.m. Live-streamed evening service

Join   live-stream   on line or dial in 03302 210097 code: 578270357# 
.

Rector: Revd. Robert Ward, Tel: 01886 880438, E-mail: robert.ward776@gmail.com (Day off: Friday).
 www.cradleychurch.org.uk; www. mathonchurch.org.uk; www.storridgechurch.org.uk 
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